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immersion is buildable































it’s all perception 
and emotion







World Building designates a narrative practice in which the design of 
a world precedes the telling of a story; the richly detailed world 
becomes a container for narrative, producing stories that emerge 
logically and organically from its well-designed core. 

PRACTICE 

Alex McDowell- N. K Jemisin- Writing the Other. MIT MEDIA LAB 



Power of storytelling for the advancement of humankind 

all stories emerge organically from systems  

These stories can be sculpted into existence. 

Practice 



Element X  
WHAT IF? 

Alex McDowell



WHAT IF THE  ICE CAPS MELT WITHIN A WEEK? 

WHAT IF SOLAR RADIATION BECOMES TOXIC TO HUMANS ? 

WHAT IF GRAVITY DISAPPEARS? 

IF A VIRUS THAT IS TRANSMITTED BY THE MINIMAL PHYSICAL CONTACT BECOMES DEADLY? 

WHAT IF WE MAKE ALIEN CONTACT WITH A CIVILIZATION LESS ADVANCED THAN OURS? 

WHAT IF THERE IS A DIGITAL BLACKOUT THAT DOES NOT ALLOW THE INTERNET TO BE 
ACTIVATED OR REBUILT? 

WHAT IF THE ROLES OF POWER ARE INVERSED? 



Alex McDowell



DISCOVERY. EMOTION

CONFLICT. INFORMATION



Collaborative process  
Principle of motion  
 Expand and compress 



PROTOTYPE A QUESTION 
MAKE IT FAST,  AND CHEAP 

USE TOYS 
USE PAPER 

USE YOUR BODIES-MOVE IN SPACE 
USE AI

















REHEARSE 
MOVE YOUR BODY 

PITCH THE ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE AND BREAK DOWN 
THE MVP OR PROTOTYPE 

CREATE AN EXPERIENCE: INTRO—TEST—TAKEAWAYS 
THE RESEARCH QUESTION IS IMPORTANT 





FUTURE 
MYTHOLOGIES 
AND RESISTANCE 
FICTION







Liminality & GLITCH



The problem of materials/
embodiment 



DECOLONIZED 

DIVERSE 

plural INCLUSIVE 

INTERSECTIONAL 

DETAILED 

Powerful
PERFORMANCE

multi layered 





This presentation is intended for personal use only. Unauthorized distribution, reproduction, or utilization in classes or 
public speaking engagements without the explicit consent of the author is strictly prohibited.

Reach out to info@seirenfilms.com to know more 

mailto:info@seirenfilms.com


thank you!


